










































Issue Salience in Regional Party Manifestos in Spain
Citation for published version:
Libbrecht, L, Maddens, B, Swenden, W & Fabre, E 2009, 'Issue Salience in Regional Party Manifestos in
Spain' European Journal of Political Research, vol. 48, no. 1, pp. 58-79. DOI: 10.1111/j.1475-
6765.2008.00820.x
Digital Object Identifier (DOI):
10.1111/j.1475-6765.2008.00820.x
Link:
Link to publication record in Edinburgh Research Explorer
Document Version:
Early version, also known as pre-print
Published In:
European Journal of Political Research
General rights
Copyright for the publications made accessible via the Edinburgh Research Explorer is retained by the author(s)
and / or other copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing these publications that users recognise and
abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.
Take down policy
The University of Edinburgh has made every reasonable effort to ensure that Edinburgh Research Explorer
content complies with UK legislation. If you believe that the public display of this file breaches copyright please
contact openaccess@ed.ac.uk providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately and
investigate your claim.
Download date: 05. Apr. 2019
Tables 
 








of the centre 






Personal assistance and 
social services 
 
Hunting and river fishing 
 














(air)ports, museums and 
libraries of AC’s† 









Savings banks, credit 
system 
 





























Citizenship, immigration  
and asylum 
 





Banking and insurance 
 






Organization of the courts 







(air)ports, museums and 
libraries of the state† 
*Only Balearic Islands, Basque Country, Catalonia, Galicia, Navarre and Valencia. 
**Aspects of civil law are an exclusive competence of the AC’s Aragon, Balearic Islands, Basque Country, 
Catalonia, Galicia, Navarre and Valencia. 
***AC competence in the Basque Country, Catalonia and Navarre. 
† Competence of AC or state depending on territorial scope and interests involved.  
Source: adapted from Aja, 2003: 131 and 175; Swenden, 2006. 





Country  Catalonia 
Canary 
Islands Cantabria La Rioja Asturias 
Castile 
and Leon Murcia 
1 Agriculture. fishing. hunting 5.35 4.69 4.41 5.22 6.7 6.14 8.46 3.99 3.2 
2 Tourism. leisure and sports 5.04 1.79 4.49 5.73 5.38 5.64 6.16 6.85 4.32 
3 Town and country planning. housing 3.66 3.52 3.27 2.57 4.39 4.5 3.32 4.24 3.54 
5 Personal assistance and social services 3.36 2.06 4.38 2.47 4.39 2.61 2.82 4.79 3.35 
 Mean exclusive regional competences 4.35 3.02 4.14 4.00 5.22 4.72 5.19 4.97 3.60 
4 Language. culture and identity. media 7.1 9.6 7.81 6.09 5.71 8.23 7.9 4.76 6.7 
6 Social questions 1.62 1.12 1.78 1.62 1.11 1.38 2.04 1.59 2.33 
7 Social policy 8.19 6.84 9.58 9.53 11.34 7.35 4.09 7.87 8.9 
8 Education 9.11 11.09 8.22 7.62 6.05 9.11 8.47 11.83 10.53 
9 Science and research 2.13 0.99 2.55 2.12 2.26 1.89 3.64 1.62 1.97 
10 Health 6.83 4.05 5.69 9.22 7.91 6.88 9.72 6.18 4.97 
11 Environment 5.02 6.16 3.85 2.69 5.44 6.27 4.75 5.6 5.43 
12 Transportation/infrastructure (mobility and transport) 4.5 4.71 6.74 4.67 2.55 3.98 4.87 3.87 4.6 
13 Local government. political system. institutions. political life 6.94 12.57 4.99 3.99 7.77 5.66 7.21 7.05 6.31 
14 Labour and employment 6.71 6.43 5.56 7.2 8.36 5.23 6.92 7.57 6.43 
15 Taxes and budget 2.31 1.53 2.87 2.13 2.2 1.66 2.82 3.2 2.07 
19 Courts. police. internal security. justice and law 2.57 3.83 3.76 5.36 2.45 1.09 0.15 1.93 2 
20 Economy. trade. energy. production and industry 9.58 7.11 10.41 8.84 7.75 9.4 12.64 9.27 11.22 
21 Finances 0.88 0.74 1.79 0.87 0.56 0.81 0.63 0.65 1 
22 Organization of the state 3.15 2.33 2.25 3.71 3.56 4.77 1.43 2.57 4.63 
23 Terrorism 0.47 3.75 0 0 0 0 0.04 0 0 
24 Rest (religion. extra-eurovoc. general) 0.23 0.03 0.12 0.21 0.15 0.38 0.16 0.05 0.74 
 Mean shared and concurrent competences 4.55 4.88 4.59 4.46 4.42 4.36 4.56 4.45 4.70 
16 Defence and security. international relations. development aid 1.01 1.41 1.1 0.83 1.79 1.5 0.34 0.61 0.48 
17 Europe 1.01 0.91 0.76 2.25 0.47 1.02 0.55 0.89 1.29 
18 Citizenship. immigration and asylum 3.25 2.81 3.71 5.12 1.79 4.55 0.91 3.07 4.04 
 Mean exclusive statewide competences 1.76 1.71 1.86 2.73 1.35 2.36 0.60 1.52 1.94 
           
Dissimilarity: regional election/mean all regions  1.34 0.83 0.96 0.99 0.68 1.19 0.75 0.68 
Table 3: The Party Systems of the Spanish Regions 
*Source: Ocaña F.A. and P.Oñate, 2000. 
**Source: compilation of data from the Archivo Histórico Electoral, Presidencia de la Generalitat Valenciana 
http://www.pre.gva.es/argos/archivo/index.html 
***These percentages include the votes for UPN (Unión del Pueblo Navarra), which is closely allied with PP.  
Both parties have an agreement according to which only UPN competes in regional elections and only PP in the 
general election.  It is a matter of dispute whether UPN should be considered a separate ‘regionalist’ party.   If 
the party is not included, the  percentages change to 28,6% (1999) and 26,9 (average), as a result of which 
Navarre shifts to the second category. 
****The ‘regionalist’ parties in Castilla y León and are in fact ‘sub-regionalist’ parties in the sense that there is a 
party defending the interests of  Castilla (Tierra Comunera-Partido Nacionalista Castellano – TC-PNC) and 
another one defending the interests of León (Unión del Pueblo Leonés – PNC). The same can be said from 
Unión Alavés in the Basque Country which defends the interests of the people from Alavés. These parties are 
here considered as regionalist.
Region  
(year of previous election) 
# parties (ENEP) Concentration* % regionalist 
parties** 
Type 1 regions    
Andalusia (1996) 3 78.6 7.53 
Aragon (1999) 3.5 70.5 24.82 
Asturias (1999) 2.9 79.5 9.88 
Baleares (1999) 3.6 67.2 19.39 
Cantabria (1999) 3.1 77.3 17 
Castile and Leon (1999) 2.6 85.9 5.23**** 
Castile La Mancha (1999) 2.2 95.2 - 
Extremadura (1999) 2.4 89.6 2.85 
Galicia (1997) 2.6 78 25.11 
Madrid (1999) 2.4 89.4 - 
Murcia (1999) 2.4 90.1 - 
La Rioja (1999) 2.4 88.4 5.90 
C.Valenciana (1999) 2.8 83.1 9.36 
Type 2 regions    
Canary Islands1999) 3.3 68.5! 42.38 
Catalonia (1999) 3.1 78.8! 46.81 
Type 3 regions    
Navarra (1999) 4 61.7 70.93*** 
Basque Country (1998) 5.2 48.1! 55,87**** 
MEAN 3 78.2  
General elections (1996) 3.3 76.4 11.2 








Islands Cantabria La Rioja Asturias 
Castilla 
y León Murcia 
1 
agriculture, fishing, hunting 
PP 5.97 7,15 5,98 4,52 7,9 5,7 9,83 2,99 3,67 
PSOE 4.73 2,22 2,84 5,92 5,49 6,57 7,09 4,98 2,73 
2 
tourism, leisure and sports 
PP 5.73 2,07 6,36 6,58 8,6 4,94 7,53 5,47 4,3 
PSOE 4.35 1,5 2,61 4,88 2,15 6,34 4,79 8,22 4,33 
3 
town and country planning, housing 
PP 3.18 2,7 2,62 1,96 4,22 4,57 2,15 4,57 2,66 
PSOE 4.15 4,33 3,91 3,17 4,55 4,42 4,48 3,9 4,41 
4 
language, culture and identity, media 
PP 6.20 9,22 6,67 7,11 6,95 5,51 4,52 3,38 6,21 
PSOE 8.00 9,98 8,95 5,06 4,46 10,95 11,28 6,14 7,18 
5 
personal assistance and social services 
PP 3.35 2,32 4,44 2,38 3,1 3,17 1,87 5,87 3,62 
PSOE 3.37 1,8 4,32 2,56 5,67 2,05 3,76 3,71 3,07 
6 
social questions 
PP 1.23 0,44 0,73 1,23 0,85 0,93 2,44 1,13 2,09 
PSOE 2.01 1,8 2,82 2,01 1,37 1,82 1,64 2,05 2,56 
7 
social policy 
PP 8.76 6,46 11,69 12,78 8,76 8,27 5,03 8,3 8,76 
PSOE 7.61 7,21 7,47 6,28 13,91 6,43 3,15 7,43 9,03 
8 
Education 
PP 8.14 9,97 10,07 7,85 5,39 6,8 8,33 10,44 6,27 
PSOE 10.08 12,2 6,36 7,38 6,7 11,41 8,61 13,22 14,79 
9 
science and research 
PP 2.26 1,07 3,28 1,37 3,15 3,13 2,3 1,92 1,87 
PSOE 2.00 0,9 1,82 2,87 1,37 0,65 4,97 1,32 2,06 
10 
Health 
PP 6.71 3,95 6,52 3,85 6,46 7,8 12,71 7,67 4,69 
PSOE 6.95 4,15 4,86 14,58 9,36 5,96 6,73 4,69 5,25 
11 
Environment 
PP 4.72 4,39 2,7 3,92 4,7 6,57 1,79 6,72 6,95 
PSOE 5.33 7,93 4,99 1,46 6,18 5,96 7,7 4,48 3,91 
12 transportation/infrastructure (mobility 
and transport) 
PP 4.91 5,08 4,05 5,85 2,78 5,9 6,89 3,84 4,86 
PSOE 4.09 4,33 9,42 3,48 2,32 2,05 2,85 3,9 4,33 
13 local government, political system, 
institutions, political life 
PP 6.94 10,22 4,51 4,73 8,59 4,66 10,05 5,02 7,74 
PSOE 6.94 14,91 5,47 3,24 6,95 6,66 4,37 9,07 4,88 
14 
labour and employment 
PP 7.26 7,27 5,94 8,48 8,81 6,97 5,96 8,63 6,05 
PSOE 6.16 5,59 5,17 5,92 7,9 3,49 7,88 6,51 6,81 
15 
taxes and budget 
PP 2.96 2,82 2,82 2,49 2,67 1,4 4,67 3,78 3,05 









country Catalunya Canarias Cantabria La Rioja Asturias 
Castilla 
y León Murcia 
16 Defence and security, international 
relations, development aid 
PP 0.78 1,38 1,43 0,74 0,58 1,23 0 0,56 0,29 
PSOE 1.24 1,44 0,76 0,91 3 1,77 0,67 0,66 0,67 
17 
Europe 
PP 0.84 1,57 0,62 0,95 0,59 0,97 0,07 0,56 1,36 
PSOE 1.19 0,24 0,89 3,54 0,34 1,07 1,03 1,21 1,22 
18 
citizenship, immigration and asylum 
PP 2.78 2,13 2,97 5,36 0,91 4,43 0,43 3,5 2,49 
PSOE 3.72 3,49 4,45 4,88 2,66 4,66 1,39 2,63 5,59 
19 courts, police, internal security, justice 
and law 
PP 2.35 5,02 4,05 3,57 2,57 0,23 0 2,03 1,3 
PSOE 2.79 2,64 3,47 7,14 2,32 1,95 0,3 1,82 2,69 
20 economy, trade, energy, production 
and industry 
PP 10.46 8,02 9,22 10,47 8,54 9,94 11,77 9,47 16,22 
PSOE 8.70 6,19 11,6 7,2 6,96 8,85 13,51 9,07 6,22 
21 
Finances 
PP 0.82 0,69 0,77 0,63 0,69 1,33 0,65 0,45 1,36 
PSOE 0.93 0,78 2,8 1,1 0,43 0,28 0,61 0,84 0,63 
22 
organization of the state 
PP 3.03 3,39 2,47 2,84 2,99 4,83 0,79 3,61 3,34 
PSOE 3.27 1,26 2,02 4,58 4,12 4,7 2,06 1,53 5,92 
23 
Terrorism 
PP 0.34 2,63 0 0 0 0 0,07 0 0 
PSOE 0.61 4,87 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
24 
rest (religion, extra-eurovoc, general) 
PP 0.31 0,06 0,12 0,36 0,21 0,7 0,14 0,06 0,85 
PSOE 0.14 0 0,11 0,06 0,09 0,05 0,18 0,03 0,63 
Dissimilarity: PP/PSOE  1.58 1.71 2.03 1.63 1.53 2.31 1.37 1.75 
 








y Leon Murcia 
mean  
(1) Dissimilarity: mean PP all 
regional elections compared with 




(2) Dissimilarity: mean PSOE all 
regional elections compared with 




Mean (1) + (2) 1.49 1.09 1.32 1.18 0.98 1.66 1.01 1.04 1.22 
 
 
